Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

o be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
+ where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
« are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
= The Annual Internal Audit Report must be compieted by the authority's internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be compieted and approved by the authority.
= Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authonty website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority wath either gross income or gress expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt. or 1s
requesting a limited assurance review, must retum to the extemnal auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT.

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

= a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
- notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Intemal Audit Report 2025/26 :
Uniess requested. do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/'webpage.

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

* Notice of the penod for the exercise of public nights and a declaration that the accounting statements

are as yet unaudited,
* Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 spproved and signed, page 4

* Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish

* Notice of conclusion of audit

* Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

+ Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3

&

"Tor a complete kst of bockes that may be slier authonties refer & scheduie 2 1 e Loeal Audt and Accountatity Act 2018
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

- The authority must comply with Proper Pracfices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide® which is updated from time 10 time and contains everything
neadead to prepare successiully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

+ Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properily signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authonty and properly initialied.

» The authorty should receive znd note tha Annual Intermnal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

* Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or pest (not both) no later than 30 June 2028

+ The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and avidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

+ The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts,

+ The RFO is requirad to commence the public nights penod which must be 2 single penod of 30 working days for
nspection ( this excludes weekends and public halidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July

» You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

= Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the suthority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliabon. The extemnal auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation s avadable in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

+ Explain fully significant vanances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detaded
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances, Include compiete numerncal and narrative analysis to support the full variance

* Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required,

* Make sure that the accounting statemeants add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2028).

* The Responsible Financial Officer (RFQ), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
axercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

= The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auddor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist - ‘No' answers mean you may not have met requirements

Have all nghiighted boxas have baen completed?

Has all additional infarmation requesied,"mcludmg the dates sot for the period v T
for therg_xerrcisg of public rights, been provided for the external auditor? _
Intamal Audit Report |Have allhightghtedsexes baen completed by the internal audtor and explanations provided? L v
Section 1 For any statement te which the responsa 12 ‘'no’, has an explanation been publehed? v

Section 2 Has the Responsidle Financial Officer énaned the accounting statements before
presentation o the authority for approval?

Has the authonty’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meetng?

LHas an explanation of sianificant variations baan published where-required')
Has the bank reconciliabon as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87
Has an explanation of any difference batween Box 7 21¢ Box B been provided?

Sections 1and 2 Trust funds — have all discksures been made if the authorty as a body corporate is a
sele managing trustes? NB: do not sand trust acoounting statements unless requastzd
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
White Notley and ?39“@0“_. D0 "F";"!?fPaﬁsh?fCOun:“. puncit

www whitenotleyfaulkbourna-pe gov. uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2028, this authority's intérnal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of nisk, camed out a salective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
conlrols in operaticn and obtained appropnriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/25 has been carnied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audi condusions are summarised in this table Set
out bedow are the objectives of intemnal control and alengside are the internal audd conclusions on whethar, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financal year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authonity.

o
L]
"
*
¥

_5._ Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financis! yesr 43 83%

B. This authority compled with its financal reguiations, payments were supported by invoices, &3 P
expenditure was approved snd VAT was appropriataly accountad for

C. This authority assessed the signdicant risks to achieving its cbjectives and reviewed the adeguacy
of &rangements (o manage thosa

D. The précept of rates requiremant resuied from an adoquate budgetsry prooess, progress against
the bucget was regularly monitored, and reserves were approprats

E. Expected incoma was fully received, based on correct prices, propery recorded and promplly

__banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for

F, Cash payments ware progerly supported by recepts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appregriztely accountes for

G. Salaries to employsas and allowanoas to members were paid in accordance with this authonty's
approvals, and PAYE and NI reguirements were property appled.

H. Asset and investments ragisters were complete and accurate and proparly maintained.

I Perisdic bank account raconciliations were peaperdy carfied out during the year

J. Accounting statements prepanes during the yesr ware prepared on tha commect accounling basis {receipss
and payments or ncome and expenditure). agresd 1o the cash book, supponied by an adeguate sudit
trai from underying records ane where sppropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded | N, JRERRS

K. If the authority ceriified itself &5 exempt from a limited assuranca raview in 202425, it med mc- M
exemplion critera and correctly cdaclarad dself exempt (f the suthanty had a imited assurance V

sPsfsfsbats

l
i

L. Tha authority pablished the required information on 3 website/webpage up ta date at the time of the
ntamal sudit in accordance with the relevant lagisiation ' " RY SRl RARGER-

M. in the year covered oy this AGAR. the authority cormectly provided for a pericd for the exercise of =
pubic nghts as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, <
wern pubNC Aights i relaton & the 2024-20 AGAR evidanced by & nofice on e website and/or
authorily apprewed minules confvming the dafes sel) cnss ol st

N. The autheaty has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR 25 T
(soe AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes) i

©. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper praclices relating to digital and data v
compiance. oo e b 28 F)

P, {For local councils only)
Trust funds (Including chasitatle) — The counce mat 1S responsoiliies as a trustee 2 3, P

For any ofher nsk areas kentified by this suthority adequate contros existed (bt ary other nsk areas on saparate shaels if needed)
Date(s} intemnal audit uadertaken Name of person wha carried out the internal audit

15/04/2026 S A Bassett

Signature of person whe
camed outthe internal audit

on Eoina taken 10 aderete sy wosknace fn o
hor - at 10 addén [y akn nc

ot e e b i VEADES V OULIESa dily WESRllsss i O
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge &s the members of.

WWhite Notley and Faulkbourne Pansh Council

our responsibility for ensunng that there 1s a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowiedge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. Vit harve put in plasos arrangemerss fr effsctoe francal

N prepared LS Scoowiing slafevnants i GCcordance

ths suthonly and, where aperopnate, have ncuded tham
in the sccounbng statements

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we descharged our accountabulity
responsibditics for the fund(s)/asssts, includng
financial reporting and, if required, independen
examination or awds

management during the yedr, ana for the praparaban of v with the Accouris and Auth! Reguanons
the accounting statermnents.

2. Vée masntanesd an acequate system af remal cantral Mmade propey avrangements and accaplad responstody
nduding meacures ceagred to prevens and detect fraud v for safeouardng Me puUBic maney and fRSOWTES In
and cerupion & reviewed its effectveness i3 charge

— — - - —d

3. Wig have assured Qursaives that thare are N0 maters has anly dane what f has the lega' pawer 1o da and has
of actul or potanhal non compliance wWith laws, compied with Froper Fractices \n domg 5o
reguitons and Proper Prachoes Tat couo have a2 v
sigreficant finanaal efact an the abiley of this
authority 10 CONCUCT 16 DUsNess O Manage s
frances

4. 'We promided proper opportursty dunng the year for - dunng the yaar gave sl parsone infamested the oppotunty fo
the exerase of elocars’ nghts in accordance with the v | Nspact Gnd 88k Queshans abow! Ifng authonty's accouns
requirements of the Acoounts and Aucil Regulations. e ]

5. We carned out an assesamant of the reks facing ths cansdered and documensed fhe financal and other nsks it
ausnonty and took 3p0roanaie $38p8 10 MANaoD thoge v faces and dealt with them propery
nsks. nludng the introcuction of intermal contrets ancior
Ox1eMEl MSUIENA Sovar where regured

B. Wip mantaned hrecugncut e yeor an adequate and aranged for 3 competant parson, moapendant of the Ananae’
effective Systom of intemal sudit of tha A000UNING 4 contois and procedures, 10 give an aleciiee wew an whather
recorts and oontral Systems el controls meed the neads of thvs smalar authonty

T W took sppropnate acton on al matiens raisec v mw&.&%-r_o mallevs hroognt o0 s attention by ymiema and
in reports from intema and extemal sudd exfernal audy

8. We considered whather any itgaton, labiites o crsciosed avanthng & should have abouf (s Busness acm-.‘r/m
commAmMents. @vents o lransactians, cooumng ether y g he padar meluding éevents fakng place afler the yaar
during or afer the yedr-end, have a firanaal impact on v ond i revevant.

has me! al af s responsiibes where &5 @ body
comaaia. & 13 & S0 MENaQVY) uslas of a loca)
ust or tusts

10. We have put in pldce arangaments for the effectve 1T
and data managamen N Aacorcancg with propar
pracices during the year under ravaaw

fras made sutatie amangements fov e IT and dals
management and hes compied with Croper Lracives m
downg 50

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. Thege sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Staterment was approved at a
meeting of the authonty onr

28/05/2028
and recordad as minute refarence.

26142 {i)

wwwowhitenotleyfaulkbourne-pe.gov.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 202526 Form 3

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given

LACRIE SV

R

Chaar

Clerk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

White Notley and Faulkboume Parish Council

Noles and guidance

?‘.‘- a md all rf-
boxe
: AMNANCL ) nex '\'tX’..
1. Balances brought Tofal balmces and reserves at the begiinug of he year
forward 17.852 12 806 as recordsd in the financial recovds Valoe must agree
to Bax 7 of previous year |
| 2. (+) Procest or Rates and Total amount of precept (ov for 1083 rates and kvies)
Levies 18.000 20.000| recaved or racawvabie v the vaar Exclude any grants
receied
3. (+) Total other recepis Total scome or receipts as recovded it the cashDook \ass
5.449 4 276| the procept or ralesfievies received (lne 2) Include any
gravits recenved
4. (<) Staff costs ' Total expenditure e payments made (6 and on behalf
| of af employsas Include gross salares and wages
5.042 8,042 employars NI contribubons, amployers pansion
coninbutions, gratuties and severance payments
I WSy P E R Boioabmants
5. (-} Loan interesticapital Total expenditure or peyments of capital and infersst
fepayments Q 0 made dunng the year on the avthorly’s barrewings (if any).
6. {-) Al other payments Tota) expendiwve or payments a&s recovded o the cash-
22.453 19,955 boow less slall costs (vre 4) and foan mierestcapdidal
| repayments (e 5)
| 7. (=) Balances camed Total bavlances and reserwas at thae end of i year
farwardg 1 2.806 11 ,085 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
| 8. Total value of cash and | The sum of all sumrant and deposit dank accounts, cash
shoet tarm investmants | 12,806 11.085| hokdings and short tem investments hald as & 31 March —
i2 To agree with bank reconciliation
9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the properfy 1he authanty owns - if 15 made
long tarm mvesiments 34 873 36,581 up of all its fixed assate and Jong ferm investments as st
and assets | 31 March
10. Total barrowings | The outstanding capital davance as &l 31 March of al loans |
0’ q frovn third pavties (including PALE)

For Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures i the
| accountng  statamants  above
| @xclude any trust transacticns?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements In this Annual Governanca and Accountability approved by this 3;;1[10[“)- on this date
Return have been pregared on ether a recaipts and peyments
or income and expenditure basis following the quidancs in 2610512028

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authonties — &

Practitoners' Guide 1o Proper Practices and prasent fairly ‘

the financial position of this authority | @5 recorded in manyte reference
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 26742 (i}

prazentod to the authority for approval,

- .4
€‘ *‘?‘1\:@) o Signed Dy Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approvad
Das ?2-"05-"?026 ? DTy Pf_) o~ ﬁ.’a_'_/
ate |
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form3 Page 5 of 6
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of W':"@Nd‘eya"dFﬁuM?nePaﬁ?‘thmaf
L i e et 5y g bt . x J

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Qur responsibility as auditors 1o complete a limited assurance review is 21 out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A imited
assuranoe review is not a full statutory audit, it does nol constitute an audi camed oul in acoordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hance it does not provida the same leved of assurancs that such an 2ud? would
The UK Government faes determuned that a lower level of assurance than that provided by @ full statutony aodt is appropaate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Undier a limited assurance review, the audior is respensibie for revsewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptrofler and Auditor Ganeral AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website —

hitps ihaw n20 019 uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

2 sound system of intemal control The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountabidity Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

- confirms and provides assurance cn those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibdities as external auditors

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

(Except K 1he ratiers reported below|” on the Dang of Qur reiew Of SECH0NE 1 and 2 Of the ANrmal Goverranos and AcCourtoaty Retum, n
our opinicn tha information in Sectons 1 and 2 of e Annud Governanoe and Accountabdity Rebun 15 in accardance wih Propar Practioss ang
:\ommam hzvf)a:metnour AMEA2.00 JMRG CRusd 1o 20n0arm that rélevart lagslation and regulatcry requrements have not been met
"O0I0e BS BPEIENIaLD)

(Continue 0 & sepr e sheet if recured)

(Other mamiars Nol SHecing Gur opmian which we v 10 1 aTenbon of T1e Sumonty

(Continue 0n 3 separate shaut if raguired)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We cartify/do not certify” that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabdity Retumn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

fn\Tdowmry CoITpieatn DecayLie

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature WATS W ey c i
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WHITE NOTLEY & FAULKBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL - BANK RECONCILIATION

AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS 31 MARCH 2026

Balance per bank statements as at 31 March 2026

£ £
Community Account 6.158.67
Business Premium 2,604.26
Business Saver 2,884.79
Total Bank Balances 11,647.72
Less unpresented cheques
102496 44.99
102503 20.00
102506 39.30
102507 62.80
102508 36.00
102509 360.50
563.59
Net bank balances as at 31 March 2026 11,084.13
2024/25 Receipts 2025/26
18.000.00|Precept 20,000.00
79.29|Bank Interest 65.88
0.00| VAT 3,8949.93
250.00| Community Transport 260.00
5,119.76 | Insurance Claim 0.00
23,449.05|Total Receipts 24,275.81
Payments
2,510.74 | Administration 3.304.09
6,042.12 | Salares/PAYE 6,042.12
7.751.68| Lighting 1,962.01
5,452.56|Play Area 6,563.00
1,548.96|Play Scheme 1,638.00
1,012.50|Refuse Vehicle Hire 1,050.00
7563.60| Community Transport 783.60
253.33|Christmas Trees 333.00
100.00|War Memorial 110.00
Notice Board 1,587.69
334 79| Misc. 385.83
2,734 67|VAT 2,238.12
28,494.95|Total Payments 25,997.46
The net balances reconcile to the cash book (receipts and payments account)
for the year as follows:
CASH BOOK
Opening Balance 12,805.78
Add: Receipts 24 275.81
Less: Paymenis 25,997 46
Closing balance per cash book 11,084.13
(receipts and payments) as at 31 March 2026 11 1

I I I

Bank reconcilliation prepared by Angela Balcombe (Clerk/RFO) 22 May 2026




